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ſhould it any 


ADDRESS. 
HE following pages. 
are thrown together 

with little order or method, | 
and are to be conſidered as 
the outlines only of a Plan 
projected chiefly for the 
good of the State. | If, 


admiring my patriot - ſpi- 


rit, 


45 
rit, his Majeſty's miniſters 
ſhould be pleaſed 70 ſend for 
me, (and I very humbly in- 
ſinuate that I am to be found 
at my Bookſeller's every 
day about dinner time) I 
ſhall certainly wait on them 
with the greateſt pleaſure, And 
when they have rewarded 
me with a © Poſt of Ho- 


nour,” i. e. any kind of employ- 


ment that will bring in about @ 


1 | thou 


ES ] 
thouſand a hear will lay 


before them the particulars 
of this my ſcheme; and 


ever after ſubſcribe myſelf 


Their much obliged, 
Moſt obedient, 
And moſt faithful 


Humble ſervant, 


A PROJECTOR. 


Lately Publiſpea, 
(By the AuTror of this Tract) 
A NEW EDITION, 
IN TWO VOLUMES, 12mo. 
PRICE FS. SEWED. 
A 
TRIP TO HOLLAND: 


CONTAINING 


SKETCHES OF CHARACTERS; 


TOGETHER WITH 
CURSORY OBSERVATIONS 

| ON THE 
MANNERS AND CUSTOMS OF THE DUTCH. 


And ſpeedily wwill be publiſhed, 


Jn the mannerof Lucian, 


S this is an age in which 

our politicians are great- 

ly labouring to reform the ſtate, 
and as it is the prevailing opi- 
nion that they will 220% gſuredly 
ſucceed in their endeavours,---T 
thought I could not do a more 
acceptable ſervice to the public, 
12226 A» than 
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than by laying down a plan for 


a reformation of the abuſes in 


the church: or, in other words. 


for extirpating the Chriſtian 


religion from his majeſty's do- 


minions. 


Not doubting but that my 


intended project will meet with 
the approbation and encourage 
ment of almoſt every order of 
men (I ſay almoſt, for excel- 
lent as it is, there will certainly 
be ſome to decry it), I ſhall, 
| Aer 
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1 
after ſome little preamble, pro- 
ceed to ſhew how far it may be 
of advantage both to the ſtate 
and to the people; and alſo in 
what degree it may be likely to 


meet with cenſure and oppo- 


It 1s acknowledged, I believe, 
by every one (the vulgar only 
excepted), that Religion 18 

nothing but a name; A 


bugbear to frighten children 
with;”--=< A ſtate engine fit 
A 2 only 


ww 


„„ -- 
only to be played off upon the 
common people,” &c. &c.; and 
conſequently, that it is wholly 
unworthy the attention of every 

| __ thinking* Being in the univerſe. 


But before J enter upon my 
ſubject at large, I ſhall attempt 
to delineate a character which is 
become extremely common in 

i . 
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5 « [homme ſeul (ſays a. celebrated 
French writer) eſt l' animal qui penſe, &c. 
But whether the author means to exclude 


women from the thinking part of the crea- 


tion, I will not take upon me to determine. 
I rather hope he does not. 


EE 
the world; and ſhall likewiſe 


venture to ſtate my opinion as 


to the rank he may be entitled 
fo hold in it. | 


The freethinker, or in other 
words, the truly fine gentle- 
man,* (for thanks to our mode 

AZ of 


* 'There is a very witty paſſage in Shake- 
ſpeare, on which the learned biſhop War- 
burton has made the following remark :— 
* Shakeſpeare is but rarely guilty of ſach 
impious traſh; and it is obſervable, that 
then he always puts that into the mouth of | 


of his fools, which is now grown the charac- | / 


teriſtic 
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„„ 
ofeducation, almoſt every gen- 
tleman is a contemner of reli- 


gion) laughs at the formalities 
of our liturgies, and ridicules: 
the dogmas of our prieſts. At 
his outſet, indeed, we find him 
ſomewhat timid and embarraſ- 
ſed in his manner. He is a- 


fraid, 


teriſtic of the ine gentleman. This is rather 
ambiguouſly expreſſed, and ſhould therefore 
be explained. The biſhop undoubtedly 
means, that the fools of. Shakeſpeare's time 


were fine gentlemen; and not, as ſome may 
be led to imagine, that the fine gentlemen. 


of the preſent age are foals, 
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1 
fraid, he will tell you; *of his 
ſoul.” © He has been uſedl to 
aſſociate with fellows who go 
to church, and who ſay grace to 
their meat, &c, &c, Such, 
I fay, will be his language. In 
a very little time, however, he 
aſſumes a totally different car- 
riage; he diſmiſſes all his weak- 
neſſes, he throws off all re- 
ſtraint, and having made an 
open and a manly profeſſion of 

A4 impiety, 
* See the comedy of the Provoked Wife, 
by Vanbrugh. 


£09 
impiety, he preſently finds him- 
ſelf ſurrounded by a band of 
ſteady and powerful friends. 


« Dare nobly then! 
such is the advice of the poet, 
and who can be ſaid to dare 

more, than he who boldly defies 
the Deity, and loudly cenſures 

all his laws? From ſo diſtin- 
guiſhed a perſonage, no one, I 
ſhould imagine, will with-hold 
the proper degree of praiſe, un- 
lefs indeed it be ſome lean-wit- 
ted 


FX: SY 
ted Chriſtian,* whom nobody 
| knows, and whom it is certain= 

ly our buſineſs to deſpiſe: 


In every polite and well-bred 
company in England, a clergy-- 
man 1s the ſtanding jeſt---the 
whetſtone, as we. may ſay, of 
humour: for, though he can 
not repeat with Falſtaff, per- 

haps, that he is witty himſelf,” 
he may very ſafely fay with him, 
e " "that 

„Sometimes I have no more wit than 


a Chriſtian or an ordinary man has.” _ 


Sce the comedy of Twelfth Night 


FE. 
. he © is the cauſe of wit in 


52 


other men. The very name of 
a parſon, indeed, is ſufficient 
to ſet the table in a roar. In 
a word, were it not for him and 
his profeſſion, how inſipidly 
would our hours paſs! We 
ſhould literally be devoured 


with ennut. 


& Great men may jeſt with ſaints: tis 
wit in them, + ts 

But in the leſs, foul profanation.“ 
SHAKESPEAREs 


1 
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It ſnould by no means by for-- 
gotten, however, that there are 
two other ſpecies of merriment, 
which, when we havedone with: 
religion and its laws, may cer- 
tainly be brought forward with 
the greateſt ſucceſs. Theſe are, 
the double entendre anda ridicule 
of the king. This is very fre- 
quently done; and I muſt here 


beg leave to obſerve too, that 


they are introduced byour plea- 
ſant fellows with admirable: 


propriety and effect, viz. the 
former 


former in the ſociety of the 
women, and the latter in that 


Theſe, undoubtedly, are fruit- 
ful ſubjects for the exerciſe of 
our wit and humour: fo very 
fruitful indeed, that it has been 
thought a difficult matter to 
determine which of the three 


we ſhould the rather prefer, or 
even which of them is the moſt 
likely, ſuppoſing our election 


to be made, to redound the more 
particularly 
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13 
particularly to our credit and 
advantage. 


That the two latter topics, 
however, are capital auxiliaries 
in a dearth of the former, no 
one, I ſuppoſe, will deny. But 
as in all our diſputes and con- 
troverſies, we are ſaid to derive 
the greater honour in propor- | 
lion to the greatneſs and power 
of our adverſary; ſo our oppo- 

ſition to the Godhead, I mould 
imagine, muſt place us among 

Meg the 


Lu 
the foremoſt in the liſts of fame. 
Suppoſing this admitted, I ſhall 


now revert to the leſſer matters 


-which have been already flight- 
ly touched on, and firſt, of the 
double. entenare. 


To put a modeſt woman to 
the bluſh, is the ſtudy and prae- 
tice of a pretty fellow; and 
when we reflect on the motives 


by which he is actuated, we 


muſt aſſurediy bie him our 
— 


A 


f 1 

A fuffaſion on the check of 
beauty conſiderably heightens 
and improves its effect.--=This 
the pretty fellow knows, and 
being a connoiſſeur in-beauty, he 
wiſhes to ſee it in its meridian 
ſplendour: he knows too that 
.1ndecency not unfrequently paf- 
ſes for wit, and very wiſely con- 
ſiders, that by employing it at a 
proper ſeaſon, his judgment, as 
well. as his abilities, will be the 
more fully .and clearly ſhewn. 


T 16 ] 
This kind of converſation, 
however, is not confined to any 
particular claſs of men. The 
father engages in it in the pre- 
ſence of his daughter, and the 
[| _ huſband in the company of his 


wife. Preciſe and formal peo- 

ple, indeed, are offended at this, 
and repeat with the Roman ſa- 
tiriſt— Fo 


2 4 Vo 


Hic nullur verbis pudor, aut reutpeniix 


menſæ, &c. 


They are contiqwally telling 
us 


T7 1 
us too, that Virtue is its own 
reward; that Vice to be hat- 
ed, need but to be ſeen, &c. 
&c. Virtue its own reward. 
ha! ha! ha! Poor creatures, 
have you entirely loſt your ſen- 
ſes? Haſten, prythee haſten to 
woods and wilds.--= 


© Find out ſome uncouth cell, 


Where brooding darkneſs ſpreads his jealous 
WINGS, 477 


And the night-raven ſings.” — 


Away! be gone! ye are not fit 
for the ſociety of men. 
* The 


+ 48-3 
The next thing to be conſi- 
dered is the truly diverting prac- 


tice of throwing ridicule upon the 


king: a practice, which, as it is 
pretty generally adopted, ſo it 
cannot but be highly approved. 


Two very powerful paſſions, 
(emulation and envy) are found 
to reſide in the human breaſt. 
Theſe, I know, are frequently 
miſtaken for each other; but 
in my opinion, they are wholly 
diſſimilar and unlike. Spurred 
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on by emulation, for example, 
we boldly aim at excellence, and 
not unfrequently attain to it: 
_ diſappointed in this, we are 
then goaded and ſtung by envy, 
and endeavour to bring down 
excellence to a level with our- 
ſelves. In a word, their diſ- 
criminating features are eaſily 
ſeen. 


Now as it is altogether im- 
Poſſible that we ſhould ever ar- 
rive at kingly power and great- 

= Wa neſs 


1 2 1 
neſs, nothing better remains 
for us than to leſſen majeſty in 


in the eyes of the people, and 
to degrade it as much as we can. 
For this purpoſe, we may ring 
the changes on the following 
expreſſions of the poet 


Much above a king ! 

« The pride of kings ! 
« Some monſter of a fing! 

& Look down to pity kings“ &c. &c. 
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* Since we cannot attain to greatneſs, 


(ſays Montaigne) let us have our revenge by 


railing at it.“ 


1 

So that the multitude is at 
length compelled to cry out with 
us What a wretched crea- 
ture is a king! Gracious hea- 
ven, who would ever be a 
king!” &c.* 

* * 
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* We may likewiſe touch upon Jotham's 
parable in the book of Judges. The trees, 
he tells us, on a time, were deſirous of chu- 


ſing 


[ 22 ] 
It is aſſerted by ſome of our 
writers, that the preſent age is 
an atheiſtical one; but I can by 
no means ſubſcribe to the opi- 
nion; for if the exiſtence of a 
Deitybe not acknowledged, what 
opportunity 


ſing a king. The olive- tree, the fig- tree, 
and the vine, were ſeverally propoſed, but 
the bramble carried the day. And where- 
fore?” fays a modern wit. — “ Why, for 
this very obvious reaſon, the bramble is co- 
vered with thorns; capable of doing conſi- 
derable injury, and conſequently properly 
qualified to become a king.” — Admirable! 
Exquiſitely ſatirical indeed! 


1 23 : ] | 
opportunity has the metaphy- 
ſician for diſplaying his abilities; 


the Socinian for engaging in 
controverſy; or the libertine for 
diſſeminating his ſatire? No, 


the reigning belief is deiſm:-— _ 


But I will here give the outline 
of three common characters 
which are to be found in this, 
our ſublunary world, fo that : 
the reader may be enabled to 
form an opinion of them; name- 
ly the bold and daring atheiſt, 
the half-believing deiſt, and the 

B4 pauſillanimous 


[24 ] 
puſillanimous Chriſtian. To 
begin with the Chriſtian. 


A Chriſtian (i. e. a weak and 
credulous man) is a compound 
of humility, piety, and other 
antediluvian virtues. He re- 
members the ſcripture admo- 
nition, Do unto all men as 
ye would they ſhould do unto 
you,“ and therefore conducts 
himſelf according to the ſever- 
eſt principles both of religion 


and morality.* 
He 


We are told by biſhop Burnet, that the 


fanatics 


ä 
He conſiders virtue as the ſo- | 
vereign good, and thinks that 
to relieve the neceſſities of his 


fellow - creatures, muſt be plea- 


ſing 


fanatics of his time, profeſſed themſelves to 
be ©© above morality,” which, as appears by 
ſome of their writin gs, was numbered among 
the beggarly virtues. But in this particular 
what are the fanatic times, when compared 
with ours? At the preſent day it may ſure- 
ly be aſſerted, that we are almoſt all above 
morality : for were that unfortunate creature 
to be found by accident in our ſtreets, and 
periſhing, there is no pretty gentleman to be 


met with, I preſume, who would foil his fin- 


gers in raiſing her from the ground. 


Ft } 
fing in the ſight of the heavenly 
_ Maſter whom he profeſſes to- 
ſerve: for this he is ſometimes 
pitied, and ſometimes ridiculed, 
by the man of ſpirit, who uſes 
very many endeavours to 


ce Rootth'old woman from his trembling heart.“ 


But alas! every effort to re- 
claim ſuch. a man has hitherto 
been ineffectual. He obſtinate- 
ly lives and dies a Chriſtian. 


A deiſt (i. e. a man who re- 
jects 


Fa 7 
jects the doctrines of Chriſtia- 
nity, and whoſe religion in con- 


ſequence of it 1s very properly. 
termed natural) is made up en- 
tirely of inconſiſtencies, He 
acknowledges, indeed, the ex- 
iſtence of an inviſible Being, 
whom he repreſents as intelli- 
gent and good; but denies his 
interference in the affairs of 
men. Like to the atheiſt, he 
maintains, that nature is go- 


verned by general laws: laws, 
he ſays, which the ſovereign. 
mind 


L 28 J 
mind has fixed, and to which it 
gives a free and uninterrupted 
_ courſe. Every event in human 
life is therefore, by the deiſt, a- 
ſcribed to natural cauſes, and 
the notion of a particular pro- 
vidence is conſidered by him as 
highly ridiculous and abſurd. 
He will tell you too, that his 
religion is founded in reaſon, 
and that philoſophy is always 
ready to adopt its tenets. But 
then he will ſarcaſtically obſerve, 
that profane reaſon is not to be 


ſet 


Twi 

ſets up againſt ſacred myſtery, 
and that if ſuch an attempt be 
made, no puniſhment is great 


enough for the - impiety.*--- 
Such are the principles of ge- 


nuine deiſm. | 
| An 


* egliſe eſt infallible: et les ſavans doĩ- 
vent ſe taire quand Vegliſe parle.“ Voltaire. 


+ As the good, the great, the ſublime, 
the raviſhing, are found eminently in the 
genuine principles of theiſm, it may be ex- 
pected, from the analogy of nature, that the 
baſe, the abſurd, the -mean, the terrifying 


will be diſcovered equally in religious fictions 
and. chimeras.” Hume. 


1.9 3 
An atheiſt (1. e. a deep and 


ſubtle reaſoner) is a compound 
of * fataliſm, and 


other 


La fatalitẽ eſt l'ordre eternel, immu- 
able, neceſſaire, etabli dans la nature, ou la 
liaſon indiſpenſable des cauſes qui agiſſent 
avec les effets qu'elles operent. D'après 
cette ordre, les corps peſants tombent, les 
corps legers $'elevent, les matieres ana- 
logues s'attirent, les contraires ſe repouſ- 
ſent; les hommes ſe mettent en ſociete, ſe 


modifient les uns les autres, deviennent bons 


ou mechans, ſe rendent mutuellement 


heureux ou malheureux, s' aiment ou ſe 


haiſſent necefſairement d'après la maniere 
dont 


3 
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other poſtdiluvian excellencies. 
He acknowledges no inviſible, 


NO 


dont ils agiſſent les uns ſur les autres. Dꝰoù 
l'on voit que la neceſſitẽ qui regle les mou- 
vemens du monde phyſique, regle auſſi 
tous ceux du monde moral, od tout eſt par- 

a conſequent ſoumis a la fatalite. En par- 
courant a notre inſu & ſouvent malgre 
- nous, la route que la nature nous a tracẽe, 
nous reſſemblons a des nageurs forces de 
ſuivre le courant qui les emporte, &c. 
« Dans une nature où tout eſt lie, il 

. exiſte point d'effet ſans cauſe ; et dans le 
monde phyſique, auſſi bien que dans le 
monde moral, tout ce qui arrive eſt une ſuite 
neceſ- 


„ 

no intelligent power; but con- 
ducts himſelf according to the 
principles of nature; whoſe laws 
he ſuppoſes invariable, and from 
"whom he deduces the ſpirit and 
eſſence of all things. He is of 
opinion, that while he can rank 
among his fellow creatures as a 
good huſband, a good father, 
A 


nt ceſſaire de cauſes viſibles ou cach6es, qui 
font forcees d'agir d'apres leurs propres eſ- 
ſences. Dans Phomme, la liberte n'eſt que 
la neceflite renfermẽe . au-dedans de lui- 
meme.” - Syteme de la Nature. 
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a good citizen, he has done 


his duty in this world---and 
he looks not for an hereafter. 
He knows, that failing in theſe 
particulars, he wall be repro- 
2 bated by thoſe with whom he 
lives -he knows too, that if he 
tranſgreſs againſt the civil or- 
der of ſociety, he is amenable to 
the laws of the land, which 
will not fail to puniſh him for 
his offences; and he is there- 
fore an honeſt man. 


© In 


E 
In ſupport of his doctrine 
the atheiſt will demand -if an 
obſervance of the forms of de- 
votion (which will ever be 
found to prevail among an ig- 
norant and a credulous peo- 
ple) is to be ſet in competition 
with the practice of the moral 
and the ſocial duties of life? 
He will tell us it is impoſſible 
they ſhould ſubſiſt together: 
that they are wholly incompa- 
tible: that religion can anſwer 
no other end than to make men 


1 
miſerable, to harden their 
hearts, and to drive the ſuper- 
ſtitious to deſpair.* He will 
never acknowledge that 


« #7 nicht the atheiſt half believes a G. 
LY No, 


* Les opinions religieuſes des hommes 
n' ont pour objet que de leur montrer la ſu- 
pPreme felicite dans des Lluſions, pour leſ- 

quelles on allume leurs paſilons ; et comme 
les fantomes qu'on leur preſente, ne peuvent 
point etre vus des memes yeux par tous 
ceux qui les contemplent, ils ſont perpe- 
tuellement en diſpute à leur ſujet, ils ſe 
haiſlent, ils ſe perſecutent, et croyent ſou- 
vent bien faire en commettant des erimes 


E 
No, nothing can ſhake his re- 
ſolution. He openly delivers his 
opinions; nor is he under the 
ſmalleſt apprehenſion, in the 
preſent age, of meeting with 
1 80 the 


pour ſoutinir leurs opinions. C'eſt ainſi 
que la religion enivre les hommes des Ven- 
fance, de vanite, de fanatiſme, et de ſu- 
reurs s'ils ont Fimagination echaufce ; ſi 
au contraire ils ſont flegmatiques et laches, 
elle en fait des hommes inutiles a la ſocieté; 
s'ils ont de l'activité, elle en fait des fre- 
netiques ſouvent auſſi cruels pour eux- 


memes, qu'incommodes pour les autres.“ 


Sy/teme de la Nature. 


* 1 


the fate of Socrates or Vanini : 
on the contrary (his-praiſe al- 
ready enſured) he looks for- 
ward to an ample reward. 


But the atheiſt will farther 
alk us, if Epicurus occaſioned 
any commotion in Greece? If 
the writings of Lucretius ſtir- 
red up the civil wars in Rome ? 
If Hobbes was the cauſe of 
bloodſhed ? And laſtly, if it was 
atheiſm that brought a king of 
England to the block? 

9M " or. Such 


„„ 
Such is the atheiſt, who ex 
ultingly exclaims, 


« Thou nature art my Goddeſs! To thy laau 
My fervices are bound.“ 
Tis thou {*© O Dea certe !”? ) who haſt 
« Steel d my breaſt againſt afliion's darts ;”* 
Tis thou who haſt Kindly granted me 
A cool ſuſpence from pleaſure and from pain.” 


Tis thou---- © Yes, tis ſhe, 
continues his adverſaries, who 
hasmade you little better than a 
machine, who has nearly level- 
led you with the brute. In a 
TY word 


1 
word, it may ſafely be ſaid of 
ye all--- | 15 


Vacuum fre mente popellum. 


A ſmile of indignation is his 
reply. He thinks that ſcep- 
ticiſm and infidelity only can 
keep the mind in conſtant play, 
and render it particularly 1 
rous and ſtrong. 


* * * #* 


Thus much premiſed, I will 


now enter more particularly 
C4 Wa 


Le 

into my plan for aboliſhing 
Chriſtianity: a plan ſo admirable 
in its principle, and ſo ſure of 
producing the happieſt effects, 
that I ſhould hope, a ſtatue 
of parian marble will be in- 
ſtantlyerected in honourof my 
name. 


Too remove the prejudices of 
education is an herculean kind 
of labour, and in which few 
would willingly engage. The 
attempt, however, ſhall be 
mine; and though I am ſenſi- 
ble 


11 1 
ble that religious opinions; 
when once admitted to the hu- 
man breaſt, are generally pret- 
ty deeply rooted there, (Lſpeak 
of the lower orders of the peo- 
ple)---I ſhall nevertheleſs ex- 
pect, by aid of time and per- 
ſeverance, to eradicate ſuch tru- 


ly pernicious weeds. 


The chief points to be con- 
ſidered then, ina {cheme of this 
nature, are the very. great ad- 
vantage that it is likely to derive 


to 


L 42 J 
to the ſtate, together with the 
eomforts and conveniencies that 


it will undoubtedly 9 to 
the people. 


Now, there is every reaſon to 
believe (the prejudices of edu- 
cation once removed) that 
thoſe infatuated perſons who 
have hitherto waſted their hours 
in a church, would, in ſuch 
a reformation of manners, be 
led to paſs them more agree- 
ably in taverns and public 


houſes, 


1 
houſes, to the very confiderable- 
benefit of his majeſty's cuſtoms 
and exciſe. 


In the eyes of him who 
ſtands up for liberty of conſei- 
: ence,.. 


Tneſe branches of the revenue having | 
of late years ſuffered a very conſiderable- 
decreaſe, will evince the neceſſity of adopt- 
ing my plan. Sunday is always to be con- 
ſidered as an holiday ;—and as a love of. 
generous. liquor will no longer be reckoned 
among our crimes, we may form a pretty 
tolerable eſtimate of the quantity of. ale 
and ſpirits that will. be ſwallowed on the 
fabbath day. i 


(4a TFT 
ence, - who is an enemy- to 
prieſtcraft, and who trembles 
at even the 1dea of perſe- 
cution, churches and chapels 
muſt ever be offenſive in the 
higheſt degree. I therefore 
Humbly propoſe that they be 
immediately diſpoſed of---not 
as has been formerly projected, 
by converting them into play- 
houſes and exchanges, but by 
levelling them with the ground, 
and with the materials of which 
they are compoſed, erecting a 


magnificent 


3 
magnificent palace for the 
king. T 


IJ have ſome little fear, in- 
deed, that this part of my pro- 
ject, which goes to the pulling 

down of churches will be diſ- 
pleaſing to the ladies in general, 
whom I would never willingly 
offend. Pull down the 
churches,” 

+ His majeſty's loving ſubjects having 
determined on raiſing ſuch an edifice ; the 
expediency of the meaſure propoſed, which 


will make a capital ſaving to the nation, 


- mult be generally felt and acknowledged. 


T1 _ 
churches, ſay they, diſtracted- 
Iy— Was there ever ſuch a 
horrid thought! Where then 
are we to find a place for aſ- 
ſignations? Where then are 
we to make diſplay of our 
taſte in dreſs How, O how! 
ſhall e ever paſs the tedious 
hours which Sunday 13 ſure to 
bring? Cruel, . cruel regula- 
tion, which will deprive us of 
the only amuſement, cards in- 
deed excepted, which this n- 
ducky* day affords.” 

| Theſe 


* The Romans too, it may be remem- 
:Hered, had their dies atri, or unlucky days; 
| but 


I W7 

"Theſe undoubtedly are evils; 
but the leſſer evil is always to 
be preferred to the greater 
and if, in extinguiſhing Chriſ- 
tianity, the advantages are pal- 
pable and great, and if a law 
be actually paſſed for the better 
effecting it, no Britiſh female, 
I ſhould hope, would ever 
murmur at the decree. 


Vet think not, my pretty 
countrywomen, that. J would 
rob 


but whether Sunday was included in the 
number I cannot pretend to fay. 
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rob you of a ſingle pleaſure, 


had I not ſome one equal, if 
not ſuperior, to ſubſtitute im- 
mediately in its place. bf 
_ churches be once deſtroyed 
(and that not a veſtige of them 
ſhould remain, is particularly 
eſſential to my plan) balls, 
plays, operas, and all the de- 
| lightful etcetera of happier 
days, will then be to the full 
as common, on the ſabbath, as, 
in the preſent times, are de- 
votion, cards, and dice. 


The 


[4 ] 


The ladies will be pleaſed to 
-eonſider too, that when my 
ſcheme is once adopted, and 


when religion ſhall be no more, 


that they will neceſſarily get 


rid of many reſtraints. If, for 
example, the practice of ſwear- 
ing be pleaſing in a Bobadil, 
why ſhould it not be equally 
ſoinaLindamira ? 
of good queen Befs, indeed, 
(who by the way was herſelf 
a capital ſwearer) the charac- 
ter was not nncommon ; but 
D now, 


In the days 


* * * F NO TR * 
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now, alas! there is ſcarcely a 
woman to be met with who will 
venture on a ſplendid oath ; 


ſo many are her religious fears. 


c Savear me Kate, like a lady, * flow art, 
4 good mouth-filling ark 3 3 leave 6 77 
Os Sa | 
And ſuch proteſts to Sunday citizens”? 


SHAKESPEARE's HEN. Iv. p. 1. 


It is ſurely a miſtaken notion, 
that ſwearing. is fo thoroughly 
a manly accompliſhment, that 


it ſhould be prohibited the 
weaker 


1} 


weaker ſex. In my opinion, it 


is to the full as agreeable in a 
woman as in a man,---And as it 
is altogether impoſſible for the 
pretty gentleman to call for his 
coitee without a d---n, which 
we may preſently be convinced 
of, by ſtepping into any public 
room in town,---no good reaſon 
can be given, I believe, why the 
pretty ladyſhould not be equally 
emphatical in aſking for her tea, 


The ſpirit that would be giv- 
en to our converſation by this 
Dz. - mo 


E i 1 
truly attic refinement, is much 
more eaſily. coneeived than ex- 
preſſed. That to be denied' the 
privilege alluded:to, is conſider- 
ed by our women as a particu- 
lar grievance, the following in- 
ſtances will ſufficiently prove. 


<« O, you ſhould by all means 
refrain from gaming, (ſays the 
lady in the comedy to her fe- 
male friend) you ſee how it 
makes the men ſwear and curſe! 


and 


EB ET 

and when a wvmaon is thrown 
into the ſame paſſion---why” 
That's very true !---(re- 
turns her companion) one is a 
little put to it, ſometimes, not 
to make uſe of the ſame words 
to expreſs it.” ; | 


er O had I leave to curſe!” 


=---exclaums the tragedy heroine. 


Here, I ſay, our women di- 
rectly tell us, that they think it 
a hardſhip to be hindered from 

D 3 . curſing 
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curſing and ſwearing ; and Ve-- 
ry plainly inſinuate, that it is 
| nothing but the prohibition in 
the decalogue which has ſo un- 
fortunately ſcaled their lips. 


It is remarked, indeed, by 
Yeung, in the character he has 
drawn of Thaleftris, that 


—<* Now and then, to grace her eloquence, 


An oath ſupplied the vacancies of ſenſe. 


But Thaleſtris Was. 4 wonder- 


ful lady. She had ſhaken off 
the 


I 
the little prej udices of her ſex, 
and very clearly manifeſted, 
that her ſoul was maſculine* as 
one could poſſibly wiſh. In a 
. little time we may meet with 


many ſuch. - 


% » # $ 


I have ſome little reaſon to 
imagine, likewiſe, that the man 
of the world, as well as the la- 

D 4 dies 

See a curious diſſertation on the /ex of 


fouls ;—printed at Amſterdam, 1730. 
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L 56 1 
dies, will be tempted to oppoſe 
my ſcheme. He remembers to 
have read in the poets-— 


.. Bear welcome in your eye, 

Your hand, your tongue : look lite the innocent 
| flower, | | 
But be the ſerpent under it. 


ce Away , and mock the times with fai reſt ſhow, . 
F alſe face muſt hide what the falſe heart doth. 
ino. | : 


Eg 


— Treaſure #þ my Precept 
The world's before thee—be a knave and proſper. 
For 


1 


Fir be aubo deals with mankind on the ſguare, 
Is his own bubble, and undoes Bimſelf.— 


Theſe he interprets literally: 
theſe he really conſiders as pre- 
cepts. He will contend, that 

according to the above doc- 
trine, religion is of very great 
uſe in the world: that like to 

war, it ſhould be regarded as a 
neceſſary evil, * and tolerated by 
every ſtate. 
grant 

Les idces fauſſes (ſays a celebrated 
writer) que tant de perſonnes ont ſur Putili- 
tẽ 


* 


[98 ] 
Tgrant, indeed, that religion 
is of infinite ſervice, when taken 


JL 


te de la religion, quil's jugent au moins 
propre a contenir le peuple, viennent elles- 
memes du prejugꝭ funeſte qu'il. #ſt des er- 
rezrs utiles, et que des verites peuvent etre 
dangereuſes. Ce principe eſt le plus propre 
à Eterniſer les malheurs de la terre. Qui- 
conque aura le courage d'ex aminer les 
choſes, reconnoltra ſans peine que tous les 
maux du genre humain ſont dũs à ſes erreurs 
et que les erreurs religieuſes, doivent etre 
les plus nuiſibles de toutes, par Pimportance 
qu'on y attache, par l'orgeuil qu'elles inſpi- 


rent 


C1 
in the above point of view, and 
that they who go regularly three 
times a day to church, do not 
unfrequently carry on all their 
deſigns with impunity, and even 
without ſuſpicion. In a word, 
they conſider themſelves as pri- 


vꝛleged 


rent aux ſouverains, par Pabjetion qu'elles c 
preſcrivent aux ſujets, par les freneſtes. 
qu'elles excitent chez les peuples: on ſera 

force d'en conclure que les erreurs ſaerẽes des 
hommes ſont celles dont l'interet des hem- 


mes exige la deſtruction la plus complette, 


et que c'eſt principalement 3 a les aneantir 


que la ſaine philoſophie doit $attacher.?? 


LE @ F 


vileged perſons; and practiſe eve. 
ry kind of fraud. 


Thwarted thus in his deſigns; 
and unable any longer to play 
| the hypocrite, the man. of the 
world 


00 Tt is unſafe to draw any certain infe- 
rence in favour of a man's morals, from the 
fervour or ſtrictneſs of his religious exerciſes, 
even though he himſelf believes. them ſin- 
cere. 


« Every prudent man 1s on his guard | 


when he meets with any extraordinary ap- 
pearance of religion, &c. | 
Hume s Natural Hiſtory of Religion. - 


U 
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world will no doubt be loud in 
kis complaints; but as the ex- 
tinguiſhing of Chriſtianity is 
the primary object of my pur- 
ſuit, the man of the world muſt 
be left to chance. And as ſe- 
veral propoſals have been given 
to the public, in the view of put- 


ting a ſtop to the ravages of war, 
ſo I am of opinion, that this my 
darling project will put an ef- 
fectual period to all the miſe- 
ries and inconveniences which 
che faſhionable part of the com- 
munity 


Ew] 
-munity have ſo long complain- 
ed of, and which have been oc- 


caſioned entirely by religion 
and its laws. 


There: is a conſiderable num- 
ber of people who are ſticklers 
for a nominal religion, becauſe 
they are very clearly of opinion, 
that it ſerves to keep the mul- 
titude in awe.* Let me, how- 


ever, 


With ſubmiſſion to wiſer judgments, 
However, I think this but a trifling objection 
— F 40 


LW] 
ever, be perfectly underſtood. 
When ] talk of an aboliſnment 
of Chriſtianity, I mean, that 
every outward appearance of 


religion 


to my ſcheme. The leſs civilized part of 
the community, or thoſe who may be pro- 
perly ſtiled vagabonds, and who ſhould by 


no means be conſidered with our labouring 


poor, —are certainly more in dread of tem- 
poral puniſhments, than they are of the juſ- 
tice and vengeance of Heaven. That we 
have « ſtrict ſtatutes and moſt biting laws, 
no one, I ſuppoſe, will deny; and it is pret- 
ty generally remarked too—but more eſpe- 
-cially by foreigners,—that we do not ſuffer 
- thoſe laws to /lrep.”? 
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réligion be beni from a- 
mong us, ſo that our pleaſures 
may be free. and unconfined. 
But then it is not in the pow- 
er of any act of parliament to 
hinder a man from bein g tho- 
roughly a reli gioniſt at heart, and 
very ſtaunch religioniſts the vul- 
gar will probably long remain. 


By way of conſolation, how- 
ever, to the aforeſaid filly crea- 
'tures, who (in concertwith the 


women, though from a very 
.dit- 


C 
ferent motive) will no doubt be 
murmuring at the loſs of their 
churches, the following ſcriptu- 
ral paſſages may be adduced, 
by which it will be perceived 
that they are ſtill at liberty to 
ſerve their Maker (if after what 
has been ſaid, they are really 
weak enough to think about it ) 
without the aſſiſtance of a par- 
ſon, and entirely in their oum way. 


And when thou prayeſt, 
thou ſhalt not be as the hypo- 
E crites 


K — — —— 
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crites are: for they love to pray 
ſtanding in the fynagogues, and 


in the corners of the ſtreets, that 


they may be ſeen of men. Veri- 
ly I fay unto you, they have 
their reward.---But when thou 


prayeſt, enter into thy cloſet, and 


when thou haſt ſhut thy door, 
pray to thy Father which 1s in 
ſecret; and thy Father which 
ſeeth in ſecret ſhall reward thee 
openly.” 


Nov, what can better war- 
rant my very ladable intention 
| of 


1 

of putting down the clergy, 
demoliſhing the churches, 
and effectually deſtroying the 
trade of religion, (for no one I 
ſuppoſe will queſtion my ſe- 
riouſneſs in the matter) than 
the above quoted verſes? Will 
not the freethinker immediate- 
ly aſk us, if they do not ſuffici- 
_ ently proclaim the inefficacy 
and unacceptableneſs of public 
prayer? Will he not tell us, 
that in eſtabliſhing churches, 
we err and go aſtray with 
open eyes?” --Will he not remind 

. us 


WJ] 
us of the proverb, © the nearer | 
the church the farther from 
God?” Will he not ſay that we 
are prieſt-ridden? In fine, will 


henotrecommend to us to get rid 


of every © daggled-tail parſon, 


as ſpeedily as we poſſibly can? 


=” That the lower orders of the 


people ſhould continueto mani- 


niñfeſt a partiality for the Chriſ- | 


tian religion, when from the 
conduct of their ſuperiors they 
may perceive how very little it 
is held in account, has been. 

thought 


ES | 

thought extraordinary by ma- 
ny. But the poor and illiterate 
vulgar, it ſhould be remembered, 


are for quietlyjogging on to Hea- 


ven theypurſue the beaten track 
--theynever ſtop to make enqui- 
ries. In a word, they fooliſh- 
ly take up with things as they 
find them; and however aſto- 
niſhing it may appear to ſtrong- 


er minds, they actually look up- 
on ſchiſm to be a crime, and 


conſider the ſchiſmatic as an 
enemy to the ſtate, 


T1. Is 
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Is there, Iwould aſk, on earth 
a more dreadful malady than 
madneſs; and 1s it not the or- 
dinary attendant upon ſuper- 
ftition ? What can poſſibly be 


more diſtreſſing than 


Jo fee the noble and meſt ſovereign REASON 4 
Lite fexeet bells jangled cut of tune and harſh,”? 


Now, when the invincible, 
ſeraphic, and irrefragable doc- 
tors of the da „have delivered 
their ſubtilized diſcourſes on 

faith 


ther make thyſelf overwiſe we may pret- 


. 
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faith, grace, juſtification, &c. 


&c. and when they have enve- 
loped their doctrine in a cloud, 


which it is impoſſible for the 


keeneſt optics ever to penetrate, 
can we wonder that their fol- 


lowers who vainly attempt it, 


ſhould b y a continual gazing 


become mad ?*--- 
- E 4 ---The 


* Why the following charges were glyen 


to us Be not righteous overmuch ; net- 


ty eaſily gueſs; and when we recolle& the 


ſneech of Feſtus to St. Paul, in which he 
* aid 
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. 
Ehe factis, the arguments 
of theſe myſtical high-fliers 


; d 


6c Directly tend 
Againſt the point they would defen 4. 


All, in ſhort, is myſtery.*--- 
Yes, myſtery is the ſtar that 
has guided our fanatics to Beth- 

| lehem. 


faid to him—** Paul, thou art befide thy/6lf,” 
we ſhould alſo bear in mind what it was that 
had turned the Apeſtle's brain. 


» «© Where myſtery begins religion ends,” 
ſays an eminent divine. | 


\ 


Fwy 
Jehem.*---And whoever would 
enjoy the mens ſana in corpore 
ſano, maſt never liſten to the 
voice of enthuſiaſm, bigotry or 


a T — — to 
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error. But enough of theſe.-— 


After the very great diverſion 
that the parſon has always af- 
forded us, and which I have 
very candidly acknowledged at 

the 

„ Then Herod, when he had privily 
ealled the avi/e men, enquired of them dili- 
gently what time the ſtar appeared.” 


And he ſent them to Bethlehem, &c, 
Matt. ii. 7, 8. 


. N 


tas 3 


the opening of this perform- 


ance, we muſt feel ſome little 
regret in putting him down : 
but then it muſt be remember- 
ed, that in doing this, we ſhall 
no longer be ſubject to the odium 
theologicum; or, as it has been 
wittily tranſlated, theological im- 
pertinence, and to which we at 
preſent ſo tamely ſubmit. Nor 
Haoityulbſh dny means be for- 
gotten, that there is ſtill a Deity 
to ridicule, whoſe juſtice and 
benevolence we may queſtion 

| r and 


Ls 1 
and arraign: ſo that our poli- 
ticians will have little to fear 
from the wits, who; I very rea- 
dily grant, might otherwiſe be. 
meddling in national affairs, 
and conſequently prove ex- 
tremely troubleſome to our ru- 


lers and miniſters of ſtate. 


To ſhew, however, that I. 
am no way ſingular in my opi- 
nions reſpecting our religion 
and its forms, I ſhall here beg 
leave to cite a _re{pectable au- 


. ority 


4 
thority for what I have ad- 
vanced---No other than the 
great and learned Eraſmus--- 
and theſe are his words--- 


“ Now it is worthy of 
obſervation, that the Chriſtian 
religion ſeems to have a very 
near relation to folly, and not 
the ſmalleſt alliance with wil- 
dom: of the truth whereof--- 
if you defire ſomewhat more 
than my bare aſſertion, you 


may Preſently become ſenſible, 


1 
by conſidering that women, 
children, old men and fools, 
led as it were by a ſecret im- 
pulſe of nature, are always 
moſt regular in repairing to 
church, and moſt zealous, de- 
vout, and attentive in the per- 
formance of the ſeveral parts 
of divine ſervice,” &c.* 


Such are the ſentiments ap- 
proved and adopted by the 
DID man 


See the Morie Encomium. 
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man whom the poet has very 


ſignificantly ſtyled 


© © The glory of the prieftbood and the ſhame.” 


Sentiments, which muſt, I 
think, when it is conſidered 
by how grave and venerable a 
perſonage they were originally 


delivered, ſufficiently juſtify 


me in my undertaking ; and at 


the ſame time ſerve as an an- 


ſwer to every cavil and objec- 


tion that may be made to it. 


That 


1 1 


: That the religious character 


in general has at all times been 
conſidered as particularly mean 
and contemptible, the follow- 


ing quotations will ſhew,--- 


elt is the women who ex- 
cite the men to devotion and 
ſupplication, and the obſerv- 
ance of religious days. We 
rarely meet with any one that 


lives apart from the females, . 


and yet is æddicted to fuch prac- 
Hes. Strabo. 


They 


11 
« They who undertake the 
moſt criminal and the moſt 
dangerous enterprizes, are com- 


monly the moſt religious.“ 
Diod. Sic. 


* The doctrines of the Chriſ- 
tian religion which recommend 
only paſſive courage and ſuf- 
fering, have ſubdued the ſpirit 
of mankind, and fitted them 
for ſlavery and \ ſubjeftion.” 
Machiavel. 


« Survey 


E | 

ee Survey moſt nations and 
moſt ages. Examine the reli- 
gious principles which have, 
in fact, prevailed in the world. 
You will ſcarcely be perſuaded 
that they are other than fick 
men's dreams, or perhaps you 
will regard them more as the 
playſome whimſies of monkeys 
in human ſhape, than the ſe-- 
rious dogmatical aſſeverations 
of a being who dignifies him- 
felf with the name of rational.” 


F : wn Moſt 
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=== Moſt men are ambiti- 
ous ; but their ambition may 
commonly be ſatisfied by ex- 
celling in ſome particular pro- 
feſſion, and thereby promoting 
the intereſts of ſociety. The 
ambition of the clergy can of- 
ten be ſatisfied only by pro- 


moting ignorance and ſuper- 


ſtition, and implicit faith and 
pious frauds: they muſt not, 


like the reſt of the world, give 


ſcope to their natural move- 
ments and ſentiments : they 


mu 


1 þ 
muſt ſet a guard OVer their 
looks, and words, and actions : 
and in order toſupport thevene- 
ration paid them by the igno- 
rant vulgar, they muſt not only 
keep a remarkable reſerve, but 
muſt promote the ſpirit of ſu- 
perſtition by a continued gri- 
-mace and hypocriſy.” Hume. 


Timidity and irreſolution 
have hindered us from throw- 
ing off the ſhackles under 
which the church has ſo long 

JA obliged 


1 
obliged us to groan. We are 
apt, indeed, to boaſt of our 
liberty and freedom of ſpeech, 
but when ſhall we meet with 
an honeſt fellow who can be 


compared with Mr. Broderic of 


Ireland ?---Of whom it is re- 
corded by Swift, that he pulled 
the Biſhop of Kilaloo by his 


lawn ſleeve, and told him, in 


a bold and threatening manner, 
that © he hoped to live to ſee 
the day, when there ſhould not 
be one of his order in the king- 

TW 


TT. 

dom.” This was in truth an 
extraordinary man. This is 
the character I am in ſearch of 
— his is the reforming ſpirit 
to which I might look up for 
encouragement and protection; 
and yet I almoſt deſpair :--- 
But away with - deſpair! It 
is the vice of little minds, and 
I may. yet be fortunate enough 
to ſee the times, when there 
ſhall be 


Eq 0. Er 


e An harmonious inclination - 
Of all degrees to reformation : 


And oyſter-women lock their fiſh up, 
And trudge away to cry,—No Biſhop ! *'. 


Thus much ſet down, I ſhall 
now haſten towards a cloſe, 
reſerving my grander propoſi- 
tions in petto, till called upon 
by the powers that be juſt 
remarking, however, by the 
way, that as in the opinion of 
the materialiſt, the doctrine of 
the immortality of the ſoul is 
nothing but a metaphyſical ro- 


Mmance ;. 
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| mance ;* and as the more re- 
fined. among my countrymen 
are 


*- Ne ſoyons donc point ſurpris des 
lypotheſes ſubtiles, auſſi ingenieuſes que 


peu fatisfaiſantes, auxquelles les prejugẽs 


_ theologiques ont force les plus profonds 
des ſpeculateurs modernes de recourir, 
toutes les fois qu'il's ont tache de concilier 
la. ſpiritualite de Pame avec l'action phy- 
ſique des Etres materiels ſur cette ſubſtance 
incorporelle, ſa reaction ſur ces Etres, ſon 
union avec le corps. L'eſprit humain ne 
peut que $£'egarer lorſque renoncant au 
F. + temoinage 
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are verging faſt towards mate- 
rialiſm, I may very reaſonably 
expect that the prevalence of 
ſuch opinion will materially 
promote and forward my de- 
ſign. 

One 


temoinage de ſes ſens, il fe laiflera guider 
par l'enthouſiaſme et Vautorite. Enfin, fi 
Pon veut ſe faire une idee des entraves que 
la theologie a donnees aux genies des phi- 
loſophes Chretiens, l'on n'a qua lire les 
romans metaphifiques de Leibnitz, de Male- 
branche, de Cudworth,” &c. &c: 
b  Syfteme de la Nature. 


One thing I had nearly for- 
gotten.---The revenues of my 
lords the biſhops, together with 
thoſe of the inferior clergy, 
may be ſequeſtered to the uſe 
of the ſtate. The money will. 


be acceptable enough, but what 
are we to do with the men? 


Botany Bay? No -the better 


plan will be to ſend them forth- 
with to America. Ves, Ame 
rica is certainly the place for 


them There they may be ſure 
of finding friends, particularly | 
1 the 
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the ſeveral prelates, who will 
be welcomed with acclama- 
tions, and received with open 


Arms. 


*. „ * * 


That the world will be di- 
vided in opinion with regard 
to my project, I can have very 
little doubt. Many will highly 
approve it, and be for granting 
me a handſome recompence; 
while others will as ſtoutly 
maintain that I ſhould incon- 
tinently 


1 
tinently be ſent to Bedlami:. 
To prove, however, that I ane 
| ſound of intelle#, and that I. 
really know what I am about, I 
do openly and honeſtly de- 
clare, that when my plan is; 
once adopted, I ſhall be ready 
to receive as the reward of 
my labours, ſuch part of the 
SPOILS OF THE CHURCH. as the 
Parliament of Great Britain in 
its wiſdom and goodneſs ſhall. 
be pleaſed to. allot to me---A. 


reward 


"AW T- 
reward which I have every rea» 
ſon to believe will be propor- 
tioned to my ſervices and me- 
rits, and which may probably 
exceed my fondeſt hopes. 


From the arguments made 
uſe of, I may expect that an 
Act will be ſhortly paſſed, de- 

elaring the ſyſtem of the Goſpel 

uſeleſs, null and of no effect. 

Adieu then to our Reverend 

Doctors 1 
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Doctors! This is a very en- 


lightened age, and there can be 
no occaſion for teachers. 
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